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quality only where Nature gave it to her; and when die concert
was over and we all plunged again into the black void without,
where we jostled one another absurdly in our efforts to find the
way home, I had quite made up my mind to advise all our fashion-
able teachers of singing to go to the singers of Penalt, consider
their ways, and be wise.

17 January 1894

IT is not often that one comes across a reasonable book about
music, much less an entertaining one. Still, I confess to having
held out with satisfaction to the end of M. Georges Noufflard's
Richard Wagner d'aprcs lui-mSme (Paris, Fischbacher, 2 vols., at
3.50 fr. apiece). Noufflard is so exceedingly French a Frenchman
that he writes a preface to explain that though he admires Wagner,
still Alsace and Lorraine must be given back; and when he records
an experiment of his hero's in teetotalism, he naively adds, "What
is still more surprising is that this unnatural regime, instead of
making Wagner ill, operated exactly as he had expected/* More
Parisian than this an author can hardly be; and yet Noufflard
always understands the Prussian composer's position, and gener-
ally agrees with him, though, being racially out of sympathy
with him, he never entirely comprehends him. lie is remarkably
free from the stock vulgarities of French operatic culture: for
instance, he washes his hands of Meyerbeer most fastidiously;
and he puts Cluck, the hero of French musical classicism, most
accurately in his true place.

And here let me give a piece of advice to readers of books
about Wagner. Whenever you come to a statement that Wagner
was an operatic reformer, and that in this capacity he was merely
following in the footsteps of Gluck, who had anticipated some of
his most important proposals, you may put your book in the
waste-paper basket, as far as Wagner is concerned, with absolute
confidence. Gluck was an opera composer who said to his con-
temporaries: "Gentlemen, let us compose our operas more
rationally. An opera is not a stage concert, as most of you seem to
think. Let us give up our habit of sacrificing our common sense to
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